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Taylor, Rosemary. Chicken Every Sunday. Whittlesey 
House, McGraw-Hill. April 1943. 307p. $2.75. 


matter what else Mother did she always managed 
have boarders about the house ostensibly preserve 
the family from the hazards Father’s attempts get 
“Easy Street” but actually because she liked people 
and liked care for them. There might anywhere 
from one dozen, all types and characters, curiously 
assorted times but always amusing. Chicken Every 
Sunday Rosemary Taylor has built amusing book con- 
sisting series unrelated anecdotes from her “life 
with mother’s boarders.” The locale Tucson, Arizona, 
from the turn the century onwards. 


Mother was Claiborne from Virginia and had been 
reared the fadedly genteel poverty incident being 
member F.F.V. after the Civil War. Father 
always had been poor and was native Arizonan. 
Neither them was ever frightened hard work 
large doses. Mother sneaked her first two boarders into 
the house when Father wasn’t looking and though 
protested vigorously having sleep the floor still, 
short time, she had two more, after having con- 
trived for him couch with orange crate one end 
foot rest. Although Father protested sporadically 
for years Mother always had her boarders and being 
philosophical soul his protests were soon only for appear- 
ance’s sake and was rather proud Mother’s ability 
and glad shake the “money tree” when needed 
funds for his projects. Not that Father was 
entity—he wasn’t, had his own personality which was 
not all subdued Mother—rather operated his 
own sphere and Mother hers. Father was clerk, then 
salesman, but Arizona was developing those days 


and that development Father found his niche. 
bought laundry Tucson and for awhile that occupied 
his attention until had eliminated all competition 
when turned over his barber being too routine 
for his own talents. Then went for gold mines, 
oil wells, etc., finally concentrating real estate which 
was “natural” the Tucson those days. Neither 
was Father “dim-brain” since his propositions paid off 
good hard cash oftener than they lost but must 
recorded that Mother was there the spot the times 
when did need money swing deal. 


However, the story mainly concerned with Mother and 
the boarders. that time Tucson was “landladies 
market”—Mother could pick and choose and her prices 
might considered exorbitant even these days. Two 
factors made her successful: her food and the fact that 
boarders automatically became part the family. 
Mother’s cooking really was something rave about; 
housecleaning was not her line but cooking and 
managing she was genius. these days rationing 
this reviewer’s mouth watered the description her 
culinary prowess and was lost admiration the 
perfection her technique for “beating the game” and 
making things stretch. Mother was “looter.” She de- 
lighted getting something for nothing from the dis- 
carded outer leaves cauliflower which made wonderful 
greens free kindling from the scraps newly built 
houses. gleam came into Mother’s eye when she saw 
chance save profit her cooking house man- 
agement and throughout the book that gleam was seldom 
absent. Her boarders were always part the family 
and intimately concerned all its Some 
helped the family but more were helped the family. 


Taylor Van Doren 


Then too should mentioned the “backdoor boarders,’ 
the tramps who came droves the result the hobo 
grapevine but who seldom outwitted Mother. She was 
always firm trading food for work. 


Throughout the hectic turmoil her days Mother gave 
little thought the rearing her three children, Rose- 
mary, Philip and Oliver, but the three seem have de- 
veloped normally, probably due the variety people 
whom they were exposed. Oddly enough one the 
three married boarder and two the three later had 
boarders their own. One cannot mention all the inter- 
esting situations which arose during 
Mother’s career but few might cited examples. 
There was Rita Vlasek who was crazy about anything 
pants and whom Mother steered away from Father 
the simple expedient switching her over handsomer 
real estate dealer until her divorced husband came back 
reclaim her. There were the Latham’s who wanted 
buy gold mine and were determined not 
duped that one had dupe them just for the sake the 
game. When the Lawsons came the family untied 
twenty-three year old boy from his mother’s apron-strings 
and made him self-respecting. There was the Y.W.C.A. 
Mexican dinner, the drunken yodeling grandmother, the 
German spy during the World War, the luxury loving 
Miss Sally who was converted into cook and host 
others too numerous mention. 


Chicken Every Sunday one book which would like 
recommend unreservedly for its humorous portrayal 
simple human situations. Unfortunately there are 
several faults which render that type recommenda- 
tion impossible. First and most heinous the incident 
where Mother engineered sterilization operation upon 
ignorant young Mexican girl whom Mother thought 
had been having too many children drunken and 
brutal husband. The girl had refused contraceptive ad- 
vice declaring sin but when Mother heard that 
Angelita had appendicitis she arranged secretly with the 
doctor have her nefarious plans perpetrated (pp. 146- 
148). make matters worse Mother thought that she 
was doing good thereby and expected praise for her 
action. Secondly Mother was lax religious matters and 
the children went Sunday school only for the sake 
picnics and parties. Lastly there great deal twit- 
ting about matters sexual, which, while not too openly 
suggestive, nevertheless pernicious. All these things 
make far less than one percent the book, the re- 
mainder which eminently suitable for entertainment 
reading, but their inclusion, matter how minor, ren- 
ders book whose chief value entertainment, unsuit- 
able for recommendation. 


Van Doren, Carl. Mutiny January. The Viking 
Press. April 1943. 288p. $3.50. 


When the Pennsylvania Line staged decorous but de- 
termined mutiny Morristown 1781, they little dream- 
that they were furnishing material for future eulo- 
gists the American “democratic way.” harassed 
Anthony Wayne and his officers, looked like plain 
rebellion; and, they cautiously followed after the muti- 
neers Princeton, they very probably swore the men 
much more than they admired them. 
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But there was something wonderful about this mutiny. 
These farmers, mechanics, and blacksmiths—all common 
and men—had been treated unjustly (as Wash- 
ington himself admitted) the hapless Continental 
Congress. Their pay was long arrears, they did not 
have enough food, and they did not have enough clothes. 
And, very orderly fashion (though they did have 
shoot few officers) they elected their own representa- 
tives, observed impeccable behavior the march, and, 
after assuring Wayne that they would fight the British 
again the rascals came back, they started towards 
Philadelphia present firm and independent Ameri- 
can manner their just grievances their civil rulers. 


You may call the American instinct for liberty under 
law, the American habit seeking redress the 
method equalitarian association; but, whatever you 
call it, one large fact stands out: 2400 American 
troopers, executing armed revolt against unjust treat- 
ment, showed scrupulous regard for constitutional 
forms. Their European neighbors, engaged somewhat 
similar revolts few years later, would have viewed the 
Morristown men with amazement. When one rebels, one 
throws the law out the window! But the men the 
Pennsylvania Line could not bring themselves en- 
tirely lawless even armed walkout. Perhaps was 
such appreciation the place law liberty which 


made the American Constitution outlast dozens con- 


temporary experiments government. 


Carl Van Doren has presented the incident with his usual 
combination thorough scholarship and gripping narra- 
tive power. the case his Secret History the 
American Revolution, his careful documentation has not 
deadened the story, but has made the events and char- 
acters even more vivid. Particularly good are the ac- 
counts the negotiations between the rebels and the 
representatives the Pennsylvania Assembly Trenton. 


From the Clements Library Michigan the author uses 
such new materials the unpublished letters Anthony 
Wayne, some rediscovered portions the Sir Henry 
Clinton Papers, and various other documents the 
British and Colonial secret service. 


Some other important truths may deduced from the 
January Mutiny. the first place, throws the spotlight 
the difficulties experienced Washington making 
and keeping together the first people’s army modern 
history. the news the Morristown revolt, unrest 
showed itself immediately the ranks the New Jersey, 
Connecticut, and Massachusetts Lines. Pompton two 
mutineers were executed before the movement was finally 
squelched. And the upshot the Pennsylvanians’ walk- 
out was that 1250 had discharged. 


The break Morristown showed also the acute need for 
stronger central government. The Continental Con- 
gress was unable supply the needs its army, the 
Congress was even more inadequate addressing itself 
the necessities the States. The defect would 
remedied Philadelphia six years later, when the new 
government would created happy portent and 
beacon hope for men everywhere. 


Recommended, course, everybody beyond the eighth 


grade. 
Joseph Durkin, 
University Scranton. 
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Woollcott, Alexander, (editor). You Were. Port- 
able Library American Prose and Poetry Assembled 
for members the Armed Forces and the Merchant 
Marine). Viking Press. March 26, 1943. xiv, 655p. 
$2.50. 


Alexander Woollcott was one the most picturesque 
and, critical opinion the contrary notwithstanding, one 
the most talented and wholesome our modern 
journalists. died recently, had just com- 
pleted labor love, the editing this “Portable 
Library” for the “readingest army and navy—and mer- 
chant marine!” these United States has ever called 
battle. The book pocket-size, crammed full choice 
Americana, and the men service will welcome it, 
without doubt. There are 384 pages fiction, mostly 
humorous; pages verse, some poetry; and 187 
pages other prose which frequently more poetic than 
the verse selections which precede it. Poe’s Murders 
the Rue Morgue, Bret Harte’s Outcasts Poker Flat, 
Hemingway’s Fifty Grand, Benet’s The Devil and 
Daniel Webster, join company with selections Ring 
Lardner, Willa Cather, Henry, Mark Twain; and 
Kressman Taylor’s powerful Address Unknown de- 
servedly included with these American classics. Walt 
Whitman, Robert Frost, Edgar Allan Poe, Edna St. Vin- 
cent Millay, are but few the Americans singing 
these pages. There the Declaration Independence, 
Woollcott’s own For Us, The Living, Nicola Sacco’s Letter 
His Son, and rare and disturbing new piece: P.S. 
Got the Job. 


This library was gathered and edited for soldiers, sailors, 
marines—it will welcomed civilians, too. The 
fighting men will glad have copy. But the most 
popular book all the Army will continue the 
best anthology all: the New Testament. 

Grady, 

Chaplain: 423rd Infantry, 

Fort Jackson, 

443. 


Editor’s footnote: Father Grady will delighted 
receive your duplicate good books those which you 
have but one copy. Put your idle books work 
sending them Fort Jackson his care. 


Kernan, Can Win This War. Little, Brown. 


Colonel Kernan the United States Field 
writes book which like his best howitzers, will jar even 
though may not completely silence upholders oppo- 
site views. 


The Colonel decidedly bold campaigner. Opening 
with barrage against over-cautious administrators 
who hobble armies overdose planning, con- 
tinues with fusillade against generals who prefer the 
tactic “pecking the rim the wheel” rather than the 
launching massive blows the enemy’s hub. Under 
this condemnation, thinks, fall all the United 
Nations’ military operations thus far attempted, including 
our efforts Guadalcanal, the Solomons, and North 
Africa. war,” believes, not good strategy, 
since commits the sin dispersal rather than concentra- 


tion striking power. 


Woollcott Kernan Ziemer 


have, says Colonel Kernan, copied this fault from 
the Prussians who, since the time Frederick the Great, 
have relied exclusively power plays segments the 
enemy forces, the neglect direct drives strategic 
key points. 


boost our morale are assured (pp. 124-130) 
that Hitler’s present posture over-extended communi- 
cations lays him open devastating attacks his vital 
centers. 


With intention arguing with the professional soldier 
his own ground, these questions might asked: 
may not perilous sell careful planning too short? 
2)may not crack the rim the most direct route 
the hub? 3)may there not some real virtue the 
Prussian method arranging series Cannaes for the 
separate portions the enemy’s These are mere 
queries, not statements view. 


The volume provocative and will, suspect, evoke 
brassy retorts from some brass hats. The author, 
would appear, does not settle fully all the military prob- 
lems which raises; but who else doing much better 
these days? least, like good artillerist, fires off 
brisk debate; and any armchair strategist will derive much 
pleasure from assisting the guns. 


his final chapter Colonel Kernan becomes (with apolo- 
gies) theological, and develops the wholesome thought 
that the war cannot won mere strategy alone. There 
must take place spiritual revolution within ourselves. 


The Cross [he says] must placed once more our 
hearts. must take leave forever ease and softness 
and self-indulgence our homes well our wars. 
Let show Hitler that dangerous neglect the 
bataillon carré, even more dangerous neglect the 


Holy Ghost (pp. 175-76). 


reminds “the fact clearly established through 
nineteen centuries history that there exists intimate 
and indissoluble bond between Democracy and Christian- 
ity” (p. have, thinks, talked too much about 
the “American way life,” 


though were something apart, something different, 
something pharisaically better than the ways other 
people, though there could should any way 
either life death for Americans which was not 
the Christian way, the way the Cross (p. 164). 


This certainly inspiriting doctrine—for Christians. One 
might, however, qualify the passage with the reminder 
that our American way life is: “something different,” 
inasmuch has, when observed its purity, given 
men more freedom and opportunity follow the way 


the Cross. 
Joseph Durkin, 
University Scranton. 


Ziemer, Gregor. for Death: The Making 
the Nazi. Oxford University Press. 1941. 209p. $2.00. 


Here book which has come into new prominence 
due the success the current movie, “Hitler’s Chil- 
dren,” based it. not novel but factual account 
what the author was privileged see with his own 
eyes the various educational institutions the Nazi 
system, documented with authoritative corroboration 
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Nathan Lee 


from official manuals. Yet fantastic story, reading 
like some fancied account how the people Mars 
bring the children they are training invade us, but 
made more fantastic the indubitable evidences 
authenticity restraint diction, objectivity 
documentation. work that merits the perusal 
anyone seriously interested education, children, 
the post-war world, democracy—anyone, that say, 
who has not already read it. 


Herein the reader will find the ancient Spartan concept 
education revived modern dress with diabolical 
negation Christianity and morality which the proto- 
type not possess. There can doubt that 
the Nazis will not content with anything less than the 
souls their adherents and one has but read the 
tactics their educational methods convinced 
it. For the educational system—more properly, propa- 
ganda system—is admittedly but tool the National 
Socialist Party “to fashion and mold the National Social- 
istic Being according Party These orders have 
the single-minded purpose training the boys cruelty 
(for fighting) and the girls lust (for breeding). 
result this simplicity objective, education for the 
Nazi far from being anything like development 
the mind imbibing culture. the contrary, 
blatantly stated the official manual the Nazi 
Minister Culture: “The aim education not culture; 
not spiritual freedom; not emancipation the 
mind. training for life Might.” 


The Nazi code not silent the subject democracy 
but takes pains imbue its subjects with contempt for 
the inefficiency and stupidity the system, especially 
the American Jew-dominated brand it. times the 
language quoted this connection, well the lang- 
uage perforce used describe certain features the 
educational system, little strong for delicate sensi- 
bilities that the reviewer would hesitate advise that 
the book recommended indiscriminately. But the 
normal reader will find within the covers this book 
the details diabolical plan which will have 
reckoned with long after allied victory secured and 
normal educational processes are restored. Here proof, 
proof were neded, that the world has deal with 
more than Hitler and his henchmen, has cope with 
whole generation German youth that has been 


hitlerized the root. 
Edward Baxter, 
University Scranton 


Nathan, Robert. Journal for Josephine. Knopf. Feb. 15, 
$1.75. 


This short book the form journal covering the 
summer 1942 from May September 18, the 
author with his wife and eight-year-old daughter, Frances, 
live Cape Cod their summer tries set 
the war events into the perspective average family 
life. There are airplane spottings and submarine sinkings 
and defeats Asia and Europe, but also there are Fran- 
ces’s sun tan, Josephine’s threatened illness, her going 
away for visit, the funeral Catholic Mr. Mooney, 
and the rabbits getting into the vegetable garden. 


sense one gets the impression that the basic things 
life their quiet way, war war. But while 
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the author gently relates these everyday concerns, 
firmly insinuates certain war attitudes. recurrent theme 
that “Those who will not fight for the freedom 
others will lose their own” (p. criticism 
the Administration’s handling war news. says, 
“The Navy had admitted the loss one cruiser, and 
others damaged; can expect big total,” (p. 115), 
and, “tragedy doled out little doses, like 
child’s laxative” (p. 124). Referring the President’s 
reason for teen-age deferment, comments, this 
family, when someone tells whopper, have name 


for it” (p. 137). 


makes derogatory allusions the so-called isolationists 
(p. 94). general creates the impression that the 
Administration had wonderful foresight and genius before 
Pearl Harbor when spite the “blind” isolationists 
cancelled our Neutrality Laws, but that since Pearl Harbor 
this same Administration has not lived its former 
wonderful foresight, honesty, genius conducting the 
war. 


His best comment his call for realism for the future. 
asks whether will “quarrel with Russia over 
ideologies” will “allow England reassume ‘the white 
man’s burden’.” “It not enough write Atlantic 
Charter,” says; “we must get every one agree 
it” (p.43). His most contradictory attitude that 
strongly demands return “the old, dogged belief the 
rights the individual—a belief which, the last twenty 
years, has lost ground favor ‘fuller life’ for the 
greater number” (p.114). But elswhere, saying that 
must better than fight for freedom, liberty and dem- 
ocracy, declares, should like think that are 
fighting for the right say, brother’s keeper” 
(p.133). Apparently wants the government give 
individualism home but impose fascism the rest 
the world! His least acceptable remark that banning 
“liquor, night life and vice” within twenty-five miles 
military camps “would leave the army nothing but frus- 
tration” (p.42). 


But this incidental toleration vice the only obviously 
objectionable point the book. whole, the book 
for those who catch its real points stimulating; for every- 
body pleasant and good reading. 


Lee, Clark. They Call Pacific. The Viking Press. 
March 19, 1943. 374 $3.00. 


had enough ships and planes win back the Philip- 
pines and stop the Jap advance southward, but waived 
the opportunity for two reasons: first, consistently 
gave the European front priority and, secondly, were 
afraid risk losses. 


This the chief note Mr. Lee’s outspoken book, out 
which looms the tragic and thwarted figure Douglas 
MacArthur, who “wanted hit before the enemy had 
time solidify his conquered areas,” but found, his 
keen disappointment when reached Australia, that the 
ships and planes had expected had not been sent. 


The author—A.P. correspondent abroad since 1933— 
has had ample opportunity observe the events the 
Pacific war. was Shanghai November, 1941, 
reached Manila time witness its first bombing, and 
spent some time Bataan during the dark days. 
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later talked with the men who fought the battles the 
Solomons and environs. 


general, his observations are not encouraging, though 
they appear fair and well-considered. criticizes 
very freely our conduct the war, while paying deserved 
tribute the fighting qualities our officers and men. 
Like other close-up witnesses, feels that have, from 
the beginning, left much undone, and warns that 
have much more order win. 


The book would seem fall short the highest stand- 
ards workmanship, due some lack perspective. 
are told much the author’s personal experiences 
under fire. These incidents, though they could not fail 
have impressed Mr. Lee considerably, are not inter- 
esting the reader the sharp comments the larger 
factors the situation the Pacific. They Call Pacific 
will, however, add much the general reader’s knowl- 
edge what has recently and loudly happened there. 
Joseph Durkin, 


University Scranton. 


Michie, Allan. Air Offensive Against 
Feb. 18, 1943. $2.00. 


Allan Michie’s Air Offensive Against Germany brief 
presentation arguments one side the controversial 
question—can Germany bombed out the 
Michie answers the affirmative saying “bombers 
may not win the war—but they will decide destroy- 
ing Germany’s industrial centers, her war factories and 
communications, and breaking down her civilian 
morale the point where the job invading army 
becomes relatively easy.” Furthermore believes that 
the job can done the fall 1943 and that 
absolutely necessary soon possible before 
starvation breaks the spirit resistance the Nazis 
the peoples Occupied Europe and order free 
ourselves from commitments Europe time crush 
Japan before she can develop and utilize the raw materials 
and slave labor she has acquired. Mr. Michie first 
sketches the background his knowledge, the source 
his information and then goes attack the problem 
from three aspects, what has been and can done, why 
isn’t being done, and how remedy the situation. 


the critics who say that Germany’s bombing Eng- 
land did not succeed Mr. Michie answers that “the 
Luftwaffe sent boy man’s job” and that the 
Luftwaffe’s methods were inefficient. was Britain 
barely managed survive through the qualitative super- 
iority the R.A.F. and had Nazi methods been correct 
the outcome would have been different. claims that 
really heavy,, continuous “saturation bombing” has never 
been tried full scale but that the success the few 
experimental 1,000-plane raids the British justify the 
attempt. lists key German cities whose destruc- 
tion assured they can raided several times 
succession according the “saturation” method and 
shows that all these are within easy reach British 
airfields. claims that the destruction these cities 
would paralyze German industry, transportation and 
civilian morale that continental invasion would 
almost pushover. detailing the results British 
bombing date such places Cologne, Bremen, 
Essen, Hamms, Dusseldorf, etc., shows how heavily 


Michie St. John 


German war production has been hit, how badly trans- 
portation has been disrupted and how thoroughly civilian 
morale has been shaken. Since these results have been 
obtained from bombing small scale feels that 
extension this bombing would successful. shows 
that the Americans have the facilities for producing the 
planes, the British have the models and the experience 
and that combination the two could the job. 


Why then has such plan not been carried Mr. 
Michie answers that there coordinated Anglo- 
American air strategy, that our heavy bombers can not 
the job, that the British machines which can the 
job are not being produced and are being diverted the 
Admiralty sea patrol, that our air crews are untrained 
night bombing European weather, that the British 
have not allocated sufficient materials improving their 
airfields, and that our own General Staff committed 
high altitude, daylight, precision bombing and too 
change. According Mr. Michie such 
bombing not feasible Europe because the fighter 
protection required. overcome these handicaps 
suggests that the British stop the Admiralty drainage 
heavy bombers, improve airdromes, 
workers into the aircraft industry and that improve 
the quality our heavy bombers, speed their pro- 
duction sacrificing the production other inutile 
types, carry out final operational training our crews 
Britain and abandon daylight bombing until such time 
becomes practicable. The final sine qua non the 
development unified aerial strategy. 


Only experts could pass the practical validity Mr. 
Michie’s thesis but the ordinary layman seems 
practical plan for winning the war There 
the book question the morality bombing and 
one led believe that the British now favor civilian 
bombing because its effect morale. Noteworthy 
Mr. Michie’s denunciation our blind pride and belief 
the superiority American planes which the case 
heavy bombers—Fortresses and Liberators—is not justi- 
fied. plausible presentation one side the argu- 
ment over the effectiveness bombing the book may 
recommended all adults. 


St. John, Robert. From the Land the Silent People. 
Doubleday, Doran Co., Inc. 1942. 352p. $3.00. 


Sometime after the war over someone going have 
new hobby—collecting books correspondents the 
war. When, and such collection comes into being 
would extremely interesting examine the state- 
ments fact and the prophecies comparison with 
what actually has happened and happening. Such 
examination would surely strip most these books 
their flaunted pretensions authority—an authority 
which most them lack. true that correspondents 
have better picture the actual occurrences war 
than laymen; true also that censorship, both 
military and civil, distorts truth out all proportion 
that our behind-the-lines judgment warped but never- 
theless the individual correspondent most cases does 
not have the background appreciate the significance 
occurrences and all cases too near the picture 
evaluate objectively. Under any circumstances the 
entire picture far too complex for anyone’s authorita- 
tive comprehension. Robert St. John’s From the Land 


Carpenter 


the Silent People not book this class although 
times the author lets tinge unwarranted authority 
creep in. Mostly record what the author saw, 
heard and felt during the time fled before the invading 
Germans through Yugoslavia, the Adriatic, Corfu, Greece, 
Crete and safety Cairo. One might well call 
Odyssey horror, the horror which made Occupied 
Europe “the land the silent people.” 


When General Simovich executed his putsch March, 
1940, overthrowing the Cvetkovich government which 
had added Yugoslavia’s signature the Tripartite Pact, 
Belgrade and Serbia demonstrating thumbed their collec- 
tive noses one, Hitler. The putsch had been exe- 
cuted confidence over the officially-denied-but-unoffi- 
cially-confirmed intelligence that the British had landed 
three hundred thousand men and hundreds airplanes 
Greece which could support Yugoslavia’s willing but 
poorly equipped army. Five days later Mr. Hitler took 
revenge mercilessly bombing Belgrade into rubble and 
not British plane appeared the sky. This was the 
first bombing which Mr. St. John participated, the 
receiving end course, and impressed him tremendous- 
much that through the whole book there the 
constant iteration the horrors bombing. Bel- 
grade falling into ruins and the government moving Mr. 
St. John had move with them wished remain 
communication with his A.P. chiefs the outside 
world. Incidentally worth noting that Mr. St. John 
was unable, were all other correspondents, get 
message through. Either there were facilities was 
blocked the censor and only when reached Cairo 
could send out fragmentary reports. and other 
correspondents obtanied Chevrolet and gasoline with 
which they drove Uzice and when the Germans bombed 
the government away from there Sarajevo. Throughout 
the trip Mr. St. John describes the plight the refugees 
both native and foreign and their silent, stolid flight. 


When Yugoslavian resistance collapsed several the cor- 
respondents drove the Adriatic coast and succeeded 
escaping just before the oncoming Italians sixteen- 
foot outboard motor sardine boat which they made 
their way during days and nights storm and privation 
Corfu the mouth the Adriatic. From Corfu, 
also thoroughly bombed was every place where Mr. St. 
John halted for more than night, they went steamer 
Patras and found Graeco-British resistance crumbling 
and retreat full swing. They travelled with the 
retreating forces down Argos from where they were 
finally evacuated among the last British destroyer. 
Taken Crete they soon left convoy from where they 
came safely Alexandria and then Cairo. While 
Greece Leigh White, one the correspondents, was 
wounded and his companions had quite intimate con- 
tacts with hospitals trying obtain treatment for him. 
The scenes horror described Mr. St. John this 
point are stronger than anything else the book. 
denies the bravery the Greeks and claims that they 
were traitor-ridden and honeycombed with fifth 
columnists any other Balkan country. also flays 
the British support and the blundering which resulted 
the terrific losses during the evacuation Greece. 
Again and again Mr. St. John was bombed and strafed 
and each time describes vividly his own personal exper- 
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iences well the suffering and horror around him. 
stresses particularly the physically and mentally dis- 
integrating effects bombing. War became uttetly 
evil him that was hated more than anything 
else the world and marveled bitterly the fact that 
the opponents called themselves Christians. chronicles 
some deeds heroism but more trials and tribulations. 
castigates the official censorships, the officer class 
some cases and the stupidity officials who will not face 
the realities war. 


Because its chief value lies making war seem horrible 
really is, because the nature the material and 
the inclusion occasional profanity the book should 
permitted only adults. 


Literary Guild---April Selection 


Carpenter, Margaret. Experiment Perilous. Little, Brown. 
March 25, 1943. 308p. $2.50. 


This psychological novel the horror thriller type 
which middle-aged Doctor Huntington Bailey in- 
volved, first accidentally through meeting plane 
Miss Clarissa Bederaux (sister famous philanthro- 
pist), then voluntarily after Clarissa died heart attack, 
least was reported the papers. Through 
friend the Doctor gets see the Bederaux mansion, 
meets the beautiful Allida Bederaux, subject inter- 
nationally known portrait. Quickly falls victim ber 
beauty; few chapters later the well-disciplined Doctor 
kissing her and laying plans get her away from 
slightly queer husband Nicholas. Nick’s subsequent moves 
develop startling conclusion. Although not described 
too fully, yet the affair between the Doctor and Mrs. 
Bederaux adulterous nature and commended; con- 
sequently the book cannot recommended for any 
but adults. 
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